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Evaluation:  

Students have to choose two among the 12 papers in boxes that are listed thereafter for either 
oral presentation, discussion, or referee report. The referee report is due before the session. 
Additional materials, especially for discussants, are indicated by a star. 

Menu A :    1 Oral Presentation (10 slides, 20') + 1 Oral Discussion (5')  

Menu B :    1 Oral Discussion (5') + 1 Referee Report (3 pages, not more) 

5 dimensions are taken into account with equal weights: 
- quality of summary ; 
- understanding and critique of economic argument ; 
- understanding and critique of empirical methodology ; 
- other bibliographical references ; 
- quality of oral presentation or of written text.  

Assiduity and spontaneous participation are also taken into account in the final grade.  
Assiduity is required for no less than 6 sessions over 8, in order to be allowed to validate. 
 
Road Map: 
 
1. Institutions and Other Things 
2. The African Case in Perspective 
 
Reproduction and Social Mobility 
 
3. Social Mobility in Developing Countries 
4. Investments in Children 
5. Food, Diseases, and Mortality 
 
Institutions 
 
6. Reversals of Fortune: Colonization 1 
7. Beyond Settlement and Extraction: Colonization 2 
8. Post-Colonial Policies and Politics 
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Papers for Evaluation 
 

3.1: Lam D. and Schoeni R., 1993. “Effects of Family Background on Earnings and Returns to Schooling: 
Evidence from Brazil”, Journal of Political Economy, 101(4):710-740. 

3.2: Wu, Xiaogang and Donald J. Treiman, 2007. “Inequality and Equality under Chinese Socialism: The 
Hukou System and Intergenerational Occupational Mobility.” American Journal of Sociology 113(2):415-45. 

 

4.1: Maccini, S. L. and D. Yang, 2008. "Under the Weather: Health, Schooling and Economic 
Consequences of Early-Life Rainfall", National Bureau of Economic Research Working Paper, 14031. 

4.2: Bhalotra S. and S. Rawlings, 2008. "The Intergenerational Correlation of Health in Developing 
Countries", mimeo, University of Bristol, UK. 

 

5.1: Gørgens T., X. Meng and R. Vaithianathan, 2007. "Stunting and Selection Effects of Famine: A Case 
Study of the Great Chinese Famine", IZA DP 2543.  

5.2: Deaton A., C. Bozzoli and C. Quintana-Domeque, 2008. "Adult height and childhood disease", 
forthcoming Demography. 

 

6.1: Acemoglu D., S. Johnson and J.A. Robinson, 2002. Reversal of Fortune: Geography and Institutions 
in the Making of the Modern World Income Distribution, Quarterly Journal of Economics, 117(4), 1231-1294. 

6.2: Austin G., 2008. The 'Reversal of Fortune' Thesis and the Compression of History: Perspectives 
From African and Comparative History, Journal of International Development 20: 996-1027. 

 

7.1: Huillery E., 2008. "Colonisation and Development in the Former West Africa: the Long-Term Impact 
of the Colonial Public Policy", American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, forthcoming. 

7.2: Iyer, L, 2005 (Revised November 2008). "Direct versus Indirect Colonial Rule in India: Long-term 
Consequences." Harvard Business School Working Paper, No. 05-041.  

 

8.1: Banerjee A. and R. Somanathan, 2007. “The Political Economy of Public Goods: Some Evidence 
From India”, Journal of Development Economics, 82(2): 287-314.  

8.2: Acemoglu D., M.A. Bautista, P. Querubín and J.A. Robinson, 2007. “Economic and Political 
Inequality in Development: The Case of Cundinamarca, Colombia”, NBER WP 13208. 
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Evans D. and E. Miguel, 2004. Orphans and Schooling in Africa: A Longitudinal Analysis. BREAD 
Working Paper No. 56, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, Demography. 

Dercon S., K. Beegle and J. De Weerdt, 2007. “Adult Mortality and Consumption Growth in Tanzania”, 
forthcoming in Economic Development and Cultural Change. 

Cogneau D. & M. Grimm, 2008. "The Impact of AIDS Mortality on Income Distribution in Côte 
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4. Investments in Children 
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Duflo, E. , 2000. "Child Health and Household Resources in South Africa: Evidence from the Old Age 
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5. Food, Diseases, and Mortality 
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Perspectives, 20(3). 

Deaton A., C. Bozzoli and C. Quintana-Domeque, 2008. "Adult height and childhood disease", 
forthcoming Demography. 

Deaton, A. and J. Drèze, 2008. "Nutrition in India: Facts and Interpretations", mimeo, Princeton 
University. 

Deaton A., 2007. "Height, Health and Development", Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 
104(33): 13232-13237. 

Miller G. and P. Urdinola, 2007. "Time Vs. Money in Child Health Production: The Case of Coffee Price 
Fluctuations and Child Survival in Colombia", Unpublished manuscript, Stanford University. 
 

Health as a Determinant of Growth and Distribution  
Brainerd E. and M.V. Siegler, 2002. “The Economic Effects of the 1918 Influenza Epidemic”, CEPR DP 
3791. 

Bleakley H., 2007. “Malaria in Americas: A Retrospective Analysis of Childhood Exposure”, BREAD 
Working Paper No. 142. http://www.cid.harvard.edu/bread/papers/working/142.pdf

Acemoglu D. and S. Johnson, 2006. “Disease and Development: The Effect of Life Expectancy on 
Economic Growth”, BREAD Working Paper No. 120. 
http://www.cid.harvard.edu/bread/papers/working/120.pdf
 
Cogneau D. and M. Grimm, 2007. “The measurement of poverty dynamics when demographics are 
correlated with income”, The Review of Income and Wealth, 53(2): 246-274. 
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6. Reversals of Fortune: Colonization 1 
 

Paper 6.1: 

Acemoglu D., S. Johnson and J.A. Robinson, 2002. Reversal of Fortune: Geography and Institutions in 
the Making of the Modern World Income Distribution, Quarterly Journal of Economics, 117(4), 1231-1294. 

Paper 6.2:  

Austin G., 2008. The 'Reversal of Fortune' Thesis and the Compression of History: Perspectives From 
African and Comparative History, Journal of International Development 20: 996-1027. 

 

*Acemoglu D., S. Johnson and J.A. Robinson, 2001. “The Colonial Origins of Comparative Development: 
An Empirical Investigation”, American Economic Review, 91(5), 1369-1401. 

*Albouy D., 2006. “The Colonial Origins of Comparative Development: An Investigation of the Settler 
Mortality Data”, NBER. 

Nunn N., 2008.  “The Long Term Effects of Africa’s Slave Trades”, Quarterly Journal of Economics, 123(1): 
139-176.  

Carstensen K. and E. Gundlach, 2006. “The Primacy of Institutions Reconsidered: Direct Income Effects 
of Malaria Prevalence, World Bank Economic Review, 20(3): 309-340. 

Engerman S. L. and Sokoloff K. L., 2002. “Factor Endowments, Inequality and Paths of Development 
Among New World Economies”, NBER WP 9259. 

La Porta R., F. Lopez-de-Silanes, A. Shleifer and R. Vishny, 1999. The Quality of Government, Journal of 
Law, Economics and Organization, 15(1), 222-279. 

 
The problem with worldwide data empirics 
Pande R. and C. Udry, 2005, “Institutions and Development: A View from Below”, in Blundell R., W. 
Newey and T. Persson, Proceedings of the 9th World Congress of the Econometric Society, Cambridge University 
Press. 

Dixit A., “Evaluating Recipes for Development Success”, World Bank Research Observer 22(2): 131-157. 

 
7. Beyond Settlement and Extraction: Colonization 2 
 

Paper 7.1:  

Huillery E., 2008. "Colonisation and Development in the Former West Africa: the Long-Term Impact of 
the Colonial Public Policy", American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, forthcoming. 

Paper 7.2:  

Iyer, L, 2005 (Revised November 2008). "Direct versus Indirect Colonial Rule in India: Long-term 
Consequences." Harvard Business School Working Paper, No. 05-041.  

*Huillery E., 2008. "The Impact of European Settlement within French West Africa. Did pre-colonial 
prosperous areas fall behind?", DT DIAL 2008/01. 

*Banerjee A. and L. Iyer, 2005. “History, Institutions and Economic Performance: The Legacy of Colonial 
Land Tenure Systems in India”, American Economic Review, 95(4): 1190-1213.  

Iyer L. and N. Maurer, 2008. "The Cost of Property Rights: Establishing Institutions on the Philippine 
Frontier Under American Rule, 1898-1918." Harvard Business School Working Paper, No. 09-023.  
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Chaudhary L., 2008. "Determinants of Primary Schooling in British India", mimeo, Stanford University, 
forthcoming Journal of Economic History. 

 
8. Post-Colonial Policies and Politics 
 

Paper 8.1: 

Banerjee A. and R. Somanathan, 2007. “The Political Economy of Public Goods: Some Evidence From 
India”, Journal of Development Economics, 82(2): 287-314.  

Paper 8.2: 

Acemoglu D., M.A. Bautista, P. Querubín and J.A. Robinson, 2007. “Economic and Political Inequality in 
Development: The Case of Cundinamarca, Colombia”, NBER WP 13208. 

 

*Araujo M.C., F.H.G. Ferreira, P. Lanjouw and B. Özler, 2006. “Local Inequality and Project Choice: 
Theory and Evidence from Ecuador, mimeo, World Bank.  

*Banerjee A., L. Iyer and R. Somanathan, 2004. “History, Social Divisions, and Public Goods in Rural 
India”, 10 pp. 

Iyer L., and A. Mani, 2008. "Traveling Agents: Political Change and Bureaucratic Turnover in India." 
Harvard Business School Working Paper, No. 09-006, July 2008.  

Miguel E., 2004. “Tribe or Nation? Nation-Building and Public Goods in Kenya versus Tanzania”, World 
Politics, 56 (3), 327-362. 

Miguel E. and M.K. Gugerty, 2005. “Ethnic Diversity, Social Sanctions, and Public Goods in Kenya”, 
Journal of Public Economics, 89 (11-12): 2325-2368. 

Posner D., 2005. Institutions and Ethnic Politics in Africa, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Chacón M., J. Robinson and R. Torvik, 2006. “When is Democracy an Equilibrium? Theory and Evidence 
from Colombia’ La Violencia”, mimeo, Harvard University 

Collier P. and P.C. Vicente, 2008. "Votes and Violence: Experimental Evidence from a Nigerian 
Election", mimeo, Oxford University. 
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